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Swipe your Rewards Visa® Card and earn 3
points per $1 spent on eligible purchases:

Car Rentals

Hotels & Lodging

Airlines

Transportation

Gas Stations

Restaurants

Learn more or apply online at
fourpointsfcu.org/creditcards

Valid 7/1/2022 - 9/30/2022. Promotions, rates, and terms subject to change or end without notice. Earn an additional 1.5 bonus points per $1 spent (3
points/$1 total; up to 10,000 points per month) on all travel-related purchases falling under the following categories: car rentals, lodging, transportation
services, airlines, gas stations, and restaurants. Bonus points awarded on the next available credit statement following eligible purchases. Points can be
redeemed for gift cards, cash back, travel, and more via uChoose Rewards program. See Rewards Visa Card Term & Disclosure or Credit Card Agreement for
more details on applicable rates, terms, or fees.

Phishing, Fraud, and Scams
Protecting yourself in the world of Peer-to-Peer payment transfers

Oh My!

The rise of mobile devices and budding app stores has led to a variety of convenience-enhancing
services and programs, including Peer-to-Peer payments. P2P transfer services allow you to send
money from yourself to another source, such as a family member or friend, generally by tapping your
preferred ÿnancial account and whisking the funds over to the destination.
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You can never be too careful, however, when using these services. Most operate on the assumption
that you actually know the person. What that means is if you were to purchase something online and
send an unknown seller your payment via P2P, but never receive your item, there is a good chance
you might not see your money again. This is because that transaction may not be viewed as fraud
since your ÿnancial institution completed your request and due to P2P services’ money transfer
policies.
When sending money to a third party, always make sure they are a reputable source. It is also good
practice to review your monthly statements, in case your third party P2P accounts are compromised
and actual fraudulent charges occur under your name.

How Healthy Is Your Housing Budget?
By GreenPath Financial Wellness

Rent and home prices are hitting record highs recently and many of us face challenges when it
comes to a˜ordable housing.
What’s a healthy amount of your monthly budget to spend on housing? A common rule of thumb
when it comes to your housing budget is to spend no more than 30% of your gross monthly income.
Renters should be sure that their 30% includes rent, heat, water, and electricity. For homeowners,
their 30% should include mortgage payment and interest, insurance, property taxes and utilities.
For many people, paychecks are being squeezed even further with rapidly rising prices on gas,
groceries, and other essentials. If your budget is looking busted, it might be time to take a closer
look at your monthly ÿnances:
Check In with Your Budget. With rising in°ation, chances are your overall housing budget
ratio has changed. Take time to assess your monthly income against current expenses to
review the suggested housing budget ratio. Be sure there is a line item in your budget for
groceries, gas, healthcare and medications, childcare, savings, and entertainment. If you
haven’t been following a budget, take time to create one, no matter how simple, to track
your expenses so that you can go back, review, and adjust as needed.

Take a Look at Debt. Many people ÿnd it hard to manage housing costs when struggling
with high credit card balances or other debt. The longer you carry a high interest credit card
balance, the more it takes a bite out of your available monthly income. You will save the
most money by starting to pay as much extra as you can on your highest-interest debt ÿrst,
and then once that’s paid o˜, move on to your second-highest interest debt, and so on.

Look for Ways to Reduce Expenses. To achieve a healthy housing budget, where might
you be able to cut costs? You may be able to save money by doing things like planning your
meals to reduce grocery bills, canceling streaming services you’re not using, or reducing
your electric bill by cutting energy usage. As noted above, you may also be able to save
money on your debt by ÿnding options to lower interest rates or reduce monthly payments.

This article is shared by our partners at GreenPath Financial Wellness, a trusted national non-proÿt.
Account access, simpliÿed:

www.fourpointsfcu.org

Independence Day

Banking at your ÿngertips:
Download the Four Points FCU mobile
banking app for free*, now available
on the Google Play or iTunes stores

July 4th

*Message & Data rates may apply
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Skip the fees:
Withdraw money at over 30,000
CO-OP ATMs across the nation
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